THE DARK AGES
evicted two thousand of his people from Skye, the
Duke of Sutherland continued to depopulate his many
acres, eighteen thousand crofters and their dependants
were cleared out of Inverness-shire, the population of
Ross-shire diminished by more than three thousand,
Lochiel and Clanranald banished hundreds of their
clansmen, and the long island of Lewis was lightened
of two thousand four hundred and sixty souls.1
Elsewhere, on the Borders as well as in the Highlands,
uncountable families were driven from their native
soil by evictions more piecemeal but as cruelly
persistent.
And the reason for this wholesale misanthropy?
A sudden affection for sheep. Humanity had depre-
ciated, but wethers were rising in price. The old
system of agriculture, under which the primary
function of the soil was to support those who worked
it, no longer seemed desirable when the landlords
made the triple discovery that life in London, or even
in Edinburgh, offered social amenities superior to any
they had encountered on their estates; that these
new-found pleasures were expensive; and that their
cost might be met by breeding sheep instead of
peasants. For England's wars with France and the
1 McKenzie.
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